
 

 

Artist Residency 

Boston’s Latin Quarter Arts Project  
 

Hyde Square Task Force (HSTF) is a youth development and social change organization 

based in the Hyde/Jackson Square area of Jamaica Plain, also known as Boston’s Latin 

Quarter. Our mission is to amplify the power, creativity, and voices of youth, connecting them 

to Afro-Latin culture and heritage so they can create a diverse, vibrant Latin Quarter and 

build a just, equitable Boston. Through high-quality arts, academic, and civic engagement 

programming, HSTF serves more than 1,000 youth each year from all over Boston.  

 

Project: 

Hyde Square Task Force seeks an artist to create and implement a project focused on Afro-

Latin art, culture, tradition, and/or history.  The project should involve a public event, 

workshop, or a series of workshops that include strong audience or participant involvement 

and is linked directly to the themes of Latino Heritage Month. The public event or 

workshop(s) will take place during Latino Heritage Month (September 15th - October 15th) 

as a part of Hyde Square Task Force’s ¡Viva el Latin Quarter! community event series.  

 

Artist payment: Up to $6,500 

 

Background: Latino Heritage Month 

National Latino Heritage Month is celebrated in the United States from September 15th to 

October 15th.  The month celebrates the long and important history of Latinos in the United 

States and celebrates the achievements and contributions of Latino Americans. Hyde Square 

Task Force celebrates Latino Heritage Month by holding a community event series that is 

free and open to the public.  

 

Neighborhood Background: Boston’s Latin Quarter 

Over the past 60 years, waves of immigrants from Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Dominican 

Republic, and Central and South America have arrived in the Hyde-Jackson neighborhood of 

Jamaica Plain seeking new opportunities. In the late 1980’s the area was described by Boston 

Police as the “cocaine capital of New England,” rife with disinvestment, crime, drugs and 

violence. But over the past 25 years, Hyde Square Task Force (HSTF) has taken the lead in a 

mobilization to transform this neighborhood into a bustling business and cultural district. 



  

  

 

In recent years, in order to preserve the cultural identity of this changing neighborhood, 

many groups including Hyde Jackson Square Main Street, JP Neighborhood Development 

Corporation, and HSTF have worked together to brand this neighborhood as Boston’s Latin 

Quarter. In 2013, Mayor Menino sanctioned the effort by declaring that Centre St. in Hyde-

Jackson Square is the “Avenida de las Americas” and the City installed new street signs at 

every corner.  In 2016, the Boston City Council voted to recognize this neighborhood as 

Boston’s Latin Quarter, and in May 2018, the Massachusetts Cultural Council officially 

designated Boston’s Latin Quarter as a Massachusetts Cultural District.   

In Boston’s Latin Quarter one finds crowded Dominican barber shops, a variety of Latin 

cuisine, Whole Foods, corner bodegas, and restaurants catering to the foodie demographic, 

while cars cruise by blasting the latest Bachata hit songs. The diversity of businesses 

demonstrate both the Latino roots of the neighborhood as well as the more recent influx of 

young professionals/families, hipsters and artists. With a wide range of incomes, races and 

ethnicities, the Hyde Jackson neighborhood has been described as one of Boston’s most 

diverse communities.  

Project Timeline: 

July 2: Application opens 

July 30: Application closes 

August 1 - August 10: HSTF will review applications and conduct interviews with finalists  

August 15: Winning proposal is announced 

September 15 - October 15: Project is implemented 

 

Artists interested in this opportunity should submit the following materials:  

 A project proposal that includes: 

○ Description of the project including how the project relates to Latino Heritage 

Month (1-2 pages) 

○ Project timeline 

○ Project budget, including a supply budget (Hyde Square Task Force will 

provide up to $500 for supplies) 

○ Sketches, photos or other visual representations of the proposed project if 

relevant  

 Artist statement  

 Current resume 

 Examples of previous work (please do not submit more than 15 photos and limit 

videos to less than five minutes) 

 

Afro-Latin artists and artists familiar with Boston’s Latin Quarter are encouraged to apply.  

 

Please send all materials to Sarah Brugge at sarah@hydesquare.org by July 30, 2018.  

mailto:sarah@hydesquare.org

