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Transforming Youth, Transforming Community  n Transformando los  Jóvenes,  Transformando la Comunidad

Opening Doors to New Possibilities 

The front doors of the Blessed 
Sacrament Church building opened 
on Saturday afternoon, March 29, 

2014, for the first time since the Boston 
Archdiocese sold it in 2006. 

The church building tour was the 
culmination of the National Summit on 
Creative Youth Development site visit at 
HSTF. Visitors included delegates from 
around the country, Boston Mayor Marty 
Walsh, and other public officials, residents, 
and friends. Summit delegates spent the 
morning learning about HSTF youth’s 
longtime involvement in arts and activism. 
Projects range from painting Peace Doves 
in response to violence to advocating for 
$200,000 for improvements to the Jackson 
Square T-Station, including a youth-led 
major mural beautification project. Youth 
also successfully advocated for a half-
million dollars to renovate Mozart Park, 
which included a youth-painted mural and 
a public art installation co-designed by 
HSTF youth. Summit delegates wrapped up 
the morning by joining youth in Afro-Latin 
drumming and dance.

Brenda Rodriguez-Andújar, HSTF Director 

of Programs, spoke about how HSTF 
involved youth to ensure that the 
community’s wishes were represented 
in the plans for the overall Church 
building and campus. Everyone was 
invited to enter the Church and imagine 
the possibilities held within its storied 
walls. Seeing the door open was a joyful 
and moving experience for youth. One 
HSTF youth leader who attended the 
event stated: “I’m so excited that our 
community will have this space available 
in the future. I’m also very glad that there 
are so many people here from across the 
country to see the possibilities.” n

Delegates from the National Summit on Creative Youth Development, presented by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, in partnership 
with the National Guild for Community Arts Education and the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, enjoy a dance 
lesson at HSTF.

Hyde Square Task Force
375 Centre Street (Office)
PO Box 301871 (Mailing)
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
www.HydeSquare.org

Transforming Youth, Transforming Community. 
Transformando los Jóvenes, Transformando la Comunidad.
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Boston Mayor Marty Walsh and HSTF Executive Director  
Claudio Martinez tour the church and discuss its future.
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Hyde Square Task Force 

SATURDAY  JUNE 7th 
 

LOCATION: the Blessed Sacrament Church
361 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

TO REGISTER: www.HydeSquare.org/Events
FAMILY-FRIENDLY AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY!

JOIN US: for a post-race celebration with music, dancing, food & more!
PERFORMANCES BY: Hyde Square Task Force Youth

5K Run/Walk
A N N U A L  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

8:30am  REGISTRATION    10:00am  RACE START
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Blessed Sacrament Church Building 
Returned to the Community 
Hyde Square Task Force finalized the 
purchase of the Blessed Sacrament 
Church building on Centre Street in 
the heart of the Hyde/Jackson Square 
neighborhood of Jamaica Plain on 
February 28, 2014. Instead of thirty-seven 
luxury condos, it will become an Arts and 
Civic Center for the residents of Boston’s 
Latin Quarter and beyond.

The neighborhood treasure and 
architectural icon was designed one 
hundred years ago as a place where 
people could find renewal, inspiration, 
and connection with others. The need for 
a space of this kind in today’s world is 
greater than ever. People of all ages and 
backgrounds will gather to enjoy arts and 
cultural performances, events, activities, 
food, and conversation.

HSTF Executive Director Claudio Martinez, 
who is also a neighborhood resident, is 
reminded that, “the arts provide powerful 
ways to deal with stress and uncertainty, 
build bridges across differences, and 
envision a brighter future.”

Creating an Arts and Civic Center is a 
significant undertaking. We are counting on 
you, our friends, colleagues, and funders, 
to join us in creating a centerpiece for our 
city’s Latin Quarter. You will hear more 
about our plans in the coming weeks and 
months as we expand community outreach, 
select architects, create plans, intensify 
fundraising efforts, and announce activities 
for this year. For more information please 
contact Pat@HydeSquare.org. n
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About Hyde Square Task Force: Our mission is to develop the skills of 
youth and their families so they are empowered to enhance their own 
lives and build a strong and vibrant urban community. For the past two 
decades, Hyde Square Task Force has served more than 1,200 youth ages 
6 to 21 each year from the neighborhoods of Jamaica Plain and Roxbury.  
Sobre el Comité de Hyde Square: Nuestra misión es capacitar a los 
jóvenes y sus familias para que tengan las herramientas que les 
permitan mejorar sus vidas y construir una comunidad urbana sólida 
y dinámica. En los últimos 20 años, el Comité le ha prestado servicios 
anuales a más de 1,200 jóvenes de 6 a 21 años de edad, residentes de 
Jamaica Plain y Roxbury.

I wanted better schools, safer streets, and more opportunities  
for youth and their families. My passion for advocacy and  
social change was fueled, and there was no stopping me.  

I had found my voice to lead.  – Katherine LeBrón, HSTF Alumna 
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Damaris Pimentel, a Hyde Square 
Task Force Board member for 
more than fourteen years, is a 

spirited community organizer and the 
owner of Ultra Beauty Salon in Hyde/
Jackson Square, Boston’s Latin Quarter. 
Damaris is dedicated to Jamaica Plain, 
where she’s been a business owner for 
32 years. Her work has had a significant 
impact in making the neighborhood safer, 
cleaner, and healthier. As a small business 
owner committed to the community, she is a 
wonderful role model for young people.

Damaris says HSTF’s work is important 
because, “not having a sense of belonging is 
one of the biggest hurdles immigrant youth 
face.” As a young immigrant in Boston, 
and then a mother of two children, she 
observed, “Our kids are always being told 
that they don’t belong here. We must teach 
them that they have rights and can speak up 
to make their voices heard.”

HSTF Executive Director Claudio Martinez 
says about Damaris: “As a board member, 
her input is extremely valuable, especially 
because she’s bold about speaking up 
to highlight the perspective of any group 
of people she feels are not heard and 
respected.” Because she is dedicated to the 

More Than a Decade of Dedication 
to HSTF and Jamaica Plain

Abrimos las puertas  
a nuevas posibilidades 

   as puertas de la Iglesia 
del Sagrado Sacramento 
se abrieron el 29 de 

marzo por primera vez desde 
que la Archidiócesis la vendió 
en el 2006. Ahora el Comité y 
la comunidad crearán nuevas 
oportunidades. Esta fue una gran 
experiencia para los delegados 
de la Cumbre para el Desarrollo 
Creativo Juvenil, el Alcalde 
Walsh, políticos, y vecinos. “Sería 
fantástico si la renovaran para la 
comunidad”, comentó Lisvet Peralta.

Los delegados de la Cumbre pasaron 
la mañana con jóvenes del Comité 
discutiendo la pintura de palomas como 
respuesta a la violencia y su cabildeo por 
$200,000 para mejorar la estación Jackson 
Square y de medio millón para renovar el 
Parque Mozart. En la tarde participaron 

Los líderes juveniles del Comité Yardley Perez, Rosa Payano, y Cornell Coley 
tocan música Afro-Latina para un gran grupo congregado dentro de la Iglesia.
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El edificio de la Iglesia del Sagrado  
Sacramento regresa a la comunidad

El 28 de Febrero del 2014, el Comité 
de Hyde Square concluyó la 
compra de la Iglesia del Sagrado 

Sacramento, con la visión de convertirla en 
el Centro Cívico Cultural del Barrio Latino 
de Boston. Este símbolo arquitectónico 
diseñado hace casi cien años como lugar 
de renovación, tan necesario hoy en día, 
será lugar de encuentro para todos los que 
deseen disfrutar del arte, la comida y la 
alegría compartida.

El Director del Comité, Claudio Martínez, 
vecino también, nos recuerda que, “el 
arte y la belleza nos ayudan a confrontar 
inseguridades y construir puentes hacia el 
futuro”.  La creación de un Centro Cívico 
Cultural es un gran esfuerzo que requiere 
la participación de amigos, colegas, y 
fundaciones. En las próximas semanas 
presentaremos planes de promoción, 
selección de arquitectos y diseños, 
recolección de fondos y actividades 
anuales. Si desea más información 
comuníquese con Pat@HydeSquare.org. n

Damaris Pimentel enjoys engaging with all her customers at Ultra 
Beauty Salon in Hyde/Jackson Square.
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underrepresented voices of her community, 
she uses her work to support them in a 
variety of ways. She says, “We have to take 
care of each other! The youth are our future 
and our only hope for a healthier society.” 
She and her staff supported Hyde Square 
Task Force youth by hosting HAIRBLAST, 
a fundraiser in her salon. She will host it 
again on August 27, 2014. Her salon is also 
supporting the Rookie Runner’s community 
run/walks and the Neighborhood 5K Run/ 
Walk on June 7, 2014. n

Vecinos y jóvenes en frente de la iglesia.

en una sesión de percusión y baile 
Afro-Latino. Brenda Rodríguez-Andújar, 
Directora de Programas del Comité, habló 
de la importancia de la participación de  
los jóvenes para garantizar el interés de  
la comunidad. n

Damaris Pimentel, activista 
comunitaria, dueña del Salón Ultra 
Beauty, y comerciante de JP hace 

32 años, integra la Junta del Comité hace 
14 años. Ha contribuido a la seguridad y 
salud del vecindario y como líder Latina es 
un ejemplo para los jóvenes y las jóvenes 
del vecindario. 

Damaris, madre inmigrante de dos niños, 
observa que, “siempre les dicen a nuestros 
chicos que no son de aquí. Debemos 
enseñarles que tienen derechos”. El 
Comité es importante, dice, porque nos 
reconoce como parte del vecindario. 
Claudio Martínez, Director del Comité, 
añade que Damaris, “presenta la 
perspectiva del grupo que ella siente que 
se ignora o no se respeta”. 

Su compromiso con los jóvenes se expresa 
auspiciando HAIRBLAST, un evento de 
recaudación de fondos para el Comité, y 
apoyando las carreras de novatos y la de 5 
Km este 7 de Junio. n 

Más de una década 
de dedicación  
al Comité y a  
Jamaica Plain 

Senior Send Off  
Thursday, June 12, 6:00pm  
Recognizing high schools seniors who will be 
attending post-secondary institutions  
YCDC Building, Blessed Sacrament 
Campus, Jamaica Plain, MA 
RSVP: Joel@HydeSquare.org

Summer Nights Out 
Thursday, July 24, 5:30pm 
Thursday, July 31, 5:30pm 
Thursday, August 7, 5:30pm 
Fun outdoor evening activities  
On the plaza in front of Blessed Sacrament 
Church, 361 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA

Tito Puente Latin Music Series  
Pre-Concert Party 
Thursday, August 14, 5:00pm 
Get ready for a night of salsa dancing, fun, 
food, and dance lessons! 
In front of Blessed Sacrament Church  
361 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA

Tito Puente Latin Music Series 
Thursday, August 14, 7:00pm 
Free music performance hosted by HSTF, 
presented by Berklee College of Music, IBA - 
Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción, City of Boston 
Parks and Recreation Department  
Mozart Park, 10 Mozart Street,  
Jamaica Plain, MA

HAIRBLAST: An Evening of Haircuts  
with a Social Mission 
Wednesday, August 27, 3:00pm – 7:00pm  
Ultra Beauty Salon, 401 Centre Street, 
Jamaica Plain, MA

Hispanic Heritage Month Series 
September 15 – October 15 
Full details on HSTF website in August

Annual Making Change Happen Breakfast 
Wednesday, November 5  
WilmerHale, 60 State Street, Boston, MA 
RSVP: Events@HydeSquare.org

Check our website for details on these and  
all upcoming events: www.HydeSquare.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

ast fall, Joél started our programs with a GPA of 1.9 
(a C). Due to his grades, he was required to attend 
tutoring two hours each week. The first night his tutor, 

Sam, says his attitude was grim. But little by little, he built up 
his confidence and could work out the problems by himself.

Joél’s mom passed away recently so there isn’t anyone to 
help him at home. He says, “I need the time at HSTF to get 
my work done. Otherwise I just go home and have to help 
make dinner, and it doesn’t get done.”

Joél’s report card was recently released, and his GPA has 
risen to 3.68 (an A). His bourgeoning confidence at school 
influences his HSTF work, as he teaches elementary school 
children Afro-Latin dance. He even has a personal goal to 
have the highest GPA of any boy in his high school. 

Now Joél says his priority is: “Do the job the best I can. I 
realize there are a lot of opportunities out there. I’m trying  
to be prepared.” n

YOUTH PROFILE: Way to Go Joél! 
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Joél and his tutor, Sam.
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