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IT’S TIME to renovate the Youth 
Community Development Center 
(YCDC), a 100-year-old former 
school on the Blessed Sacrament 
campus in Jamaica Plain where 
our programming takes place. To 
support our fundraising efforts, we’ve 
announced IT’S TIME: Campaign to 
Renovate the YCDC. 
The good news is that we’ve secured 
$2.07 million (83%) of the $2.5 million 
needed for the project. Here’s the 
challenge: we need to raise another 
$430,000! Renovations will fix the 
heating system, bring the building into 
ADA compliance, install sprinklers 
and other safety systems, upgrade 
classrooms and studios, and make 
the building more welcoming and 
functional. 
HSTF youth consider the YCDC their 
second home. They deserve a building 
where they can transform themselves 
and their community. 
IT’S TIME to renovate the YCDC! Won’t 
you join us? Every donation makes a 
difference, and every dollar means 
that youth can practice the arts, 
receive academic support, and hone 
their community-organizing skills in 
a space that is safe and sustainable.  
Learn more and download the case 
statement on our website. 

Jonathan Vo, ¡ACT! member and 
spoken-word poet, talks about his 
mentor, Gerry. 

Why does mentoring matter? Gerry 
and I have been working together 
for three years now, since I was a 
freshman. He wouldn’t let me get away 
with being quiet. He challenges me to 
do better, and we talk about the future. 
I’ve opened myself up to new things 
because of him.

Our relationship? I feel close to him—
like he’s an older brother. A mentor 
is a guide—a friend with a bond. And I 
think Gerry has learned from me, too. 
He says he wasn’t as determined as I 
am when he was young. 

The number-one thing he’s taught 
me? Enjoy every opportunity. Say yes 
to everything that’s presented to me. 
So far, so good.

Support mentoring at Hyde Square 
Task Force! Your donation makes 
a difference in the lives of young 
people like Jonathan, who is currently 
working on SAT prep and college 
exploration with Gerry Claude, 27, a 
UMass Boston grad with a master’s 
from Suffolk. 

The statistics about how mentoring 
positively impacts the lives of young 
people are staggering. 

Be a part of ensuring that teenagers 
like Jonathan are nurtured and 
supported.

Please donate today!

Enclosed find a donation envelope or 
donate online at HydeSquare.Org

YA ES HORA. ¡Únete a la campaña!

YA ES HORA de renovar el Centro de 
Desarrollo Juvenil Comunitario (YCDC, 
por sus siglas en inglés), un edificio 
de 100 años que antiguamente era la 
Escuela del Sagrado Sacramento, en 
Jamaica Plain. Para recaudar fondos, 
hemos creado el eslogan YA ES HORA: 
Campaña para renovar el YCDC. 
Tenemos el agrado de decir que hemos 
conseguido $2,07 millones (83%) de 
los $2,5 millones que necesitamos 
para este proyecto. ¡Aún nos queda 
el desafío de recaudar $430.000! Las 
renovaciones que se realicen harán que 
el edificio cumpla con las normas ADA 
y vuelva a tener baños en buen estado, 
además de hacerlo un lugar acogedor 
y útil. 
¡YA ES HORA de renovar el YCDC! 
¿Nos vas a ayudar? Todo tipo de 
donación marca la diferencia, y cada 
dólar que se done significará que los 
jóvenes puedan realizar actividades 
artísticas, recibir ayuda académica y 
perfeccionar su capacidad organizativa 
dentro de la comunidad, todo en un 
ambiente seguro y sostenible. Si 
deseas más detalles puedes descargar 
el documento con el estado del 
proyecto en nuestra página web. 

IT’S TIME. Join the Campaign!

Mentoring Matters—Your Donation Matters, Too!

Spring 2016

DON’T MISS OUR NEWSLETTER AND EVENT INFO INSIDE!
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$2,500,000

¡VIVA!
Full event calendar on reverse. Perfect for your refrigerator!

Does your workplace conduct an annual employee giving campaign? 
If so, please contact us about featuring HSTF.

TUESDAYS: Theater Performances

WEDNESDAYS: Family Zumba

THURSDAYS: Concerts on the Plaza

FRIDAYS: Movies on the Lawn 

LOCATION* 
Blessed Sacrament Church Lawn + Plaza
361 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, 02130

*All events at plaza unless otherwise noted on schedule

MORE LATIN QUARTER EVENTS

Double Edge Theatre Spectacle 
Once a Blue Moon - Cada Luna Azul

May 28 & 29th, 7:30PM

¡Viva! el Latin Quarter Summer Series 
Calendar on back

June 21 - August 12

Latin Quarter Fiesta
Music, fun, and arts

September 17

SUMMER Series

¡Viva! el Latin Quarter is part of Hyde Square Task Force’s work to maintain a vibrant community in the 
Hyde/Jackson Square neighborhood of Jamaica Plain and to preserve and celebrate Afro-Latin arts and culture.

el Latin Quarter

www.HydeSquare.Org



Get ready for Memorial Day 
weekend in Boston’s Latin 

Quarter like never before. On May 28 
& 29 at 7:30PM, Double Edge Theatre 
will present an indoor/outdoor 
performance spectacle: Once A Blue 
Moon — Cada Luna Azul. Featuring 
internationally recognized musicians, 
actors, and HSTF youth performers, 
it’s sure to be spectacular!

Inspired by magical realism and many 
Latin American stories, the show is 
about a traveler who returns home 
to Água Santa after many years. 
Memories and stories of the town’s 
colorful inhabitants evoke reflections 
about how progress can displace 
people. From ArtFuse Magazine: “The 
magic is transferable—however one 
gets there, one ought to step at least 
once into Água Santa.”

Innovative Theater Right Here at Home Working 9-5—Small Businesses 
in Hyde/Jackson Square

Un teatro innovador en nuestra 
propia casa 
Prepárate para pasar un fin de se-
mana de Memorial Day en el Latin 
Quarter de Boston como nunca lo has 
hecho. Los días 28 y 29 de mayo, el 
grupo Double Edge Theatre presen-
tará al aire libre o bajo techo la obra 
Once A Blue Moon - Cada Luna Azul. El 
elenco cuenta con músicos y actores 

reconocidos internacionalmente, y con 
jóvenes artistas de El Comité. ¡Será 
una experiencia mágica!

La trama trata de un viajero que re-
gresa a su ciudad natal, Água Santa, 
después de muchos años. “La magia se 
transfiere —y aunque uno sienta que 
está allí debería ir por lo menos una 
vez a Água Santa.” —ArtFuse Magazine

Young people are graduating and going onto college. . .because of the 
intervention of Hyde Square Task Force and arts and culture in their life 

that put them on a pathway to success.

Hyde Square Task Force has been instrumental in my kids’ lives from 
an early age. It helps develop, encourage, and provide a vision for the 

future to the kids in the community.

My ability to find courage and take a stand is a direct result of 
my time with Hyde Square Task Force.

If people, and especially youth, can see themselves 
represented in the arts, they find confidence that they, too, 

are an important part of the world.

Cisnell Baez, 
HSTF Alumna

Mayor Martin Walsh

Julie Burros, Boston 
Chief of Arts and 

Culture

Enna Jimenez,
HSTF Parent

QUOTABLES

“

”

HSTF youth want to know how they 
can encourage more residents to 
shop at local businesses. There are 
125 in the Latin Quarter, and 65% are 
immigrant-owned. With support from 
ArtPlace America, HSTF youth and a 
staff member have been interviewing 
business owners about their work, 
how they became established in 
Jamaica Plain, and more. They will 
create promotional posters to display 
in business windows to draw in new 
shoppers.
One team member explained, “It’s a 
way to unify the neighborhood and 
bring people together.” Not sure 
whether Crystal Fruit or Pikalo has 
what you need? Looking to re-dedicate 
yourself to shopping locally? Keep 
an eye out for promotional posters, 
try somewhere new, and help small 
businesses do well, all at the same 
time. Win, win! 

Trabajo de 9 a 5: Los pequeños 
comercios de Hyde/Jackson Square

Desde el mes de febrero cinco 
jóvenes de El Comité y algunos de 
sus empleados están entrevistando 
a los comerciantes del Latin Quarter 
acerca de su trabajo, de cómo llegaron 
a Jamaica Plain y de otros temas. 
Crearon carteles promocionales para 
poner en las vidrieras y atraer nuevos 
clientes. “Es una forma de que todas 
las personas del vecindario se unan”, 
explica uno de los miembros del 
equipo. 

Run, HSTF, Run! Golden Age of Dance

On May 6th at 6PM, Ritmo en Acción 
presents the Palladium Era: Tribute 
to the Golden Age of Dance. The 
showcase will feature renowned dance 
companies and Hyde Square Task 
Force’s Musicians in Community (MIC). 

Look for special guest performers 
from Hacha y Machete, Masacote, 
Mambo Revelation, and more! Before 
the production, join us for a fun and 
engaging Latin dance workshop for 
people of all ages. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

• HSTF provides mentoring 
and tutoring to high school 
students and then follows 
those students through 
college. Our college-
success coaches spend 
more than 90 hours per 
month providing direct 
support to 291 students.

• Musicians in Community 
(MIC) has a new 
coordinator, Nick Perez! 
Nick is a graduate of 
Boston Arts Academy and 
Berklee College of Music 
and is an accomplished 
jazz concert pianist. 

• HSTF youth testified 
in favor of designating 
Hyde/Jackson Square as 
Boston’s Latin Quarter 
at a hearing hosted by 
Boston City Council on 
April 4, 2016. The youth, 
all of whom have strong 
ties to the Latin Quarter, 
have been working on the 
initiative for the past year. 

• Since July 2015, HSTF 
youth have performed 
over 40 times throughout 
Boston, including many 
performances in the 
Latin Quarter. Check our 
website for upcoming 
performances.

• HSTF is partnering with 
Hyde Jackson Square Main 
Street to provide a year 
of workshops for small-
business owners in the 
Latin Quarter. 
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TUESDAY
THEATER

WEDNESDAY
FITNESS

THURSDAY
CONCERT

friday
MOVIE

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

MassMouth Story Slam
Theme: My Backyard

7:00PM

El Gato con Botas, Opera Hub
Spanish opera excerpts and 

puppet petting zoo
7:00PM

Gian Carlo Buscaglia
Salsa, Latin Jazz, Nueva Trova 

6:00PM

Jorge Arce, Raíz de Plena, and 
Bombazo Boricua

Puerto Rican Bomba and Plena 
at Mozart Park

6:00PM

Happy Fourth of July!
No events

Happy Fourth of July!
No events

Tito Puente Music Series
Con Junto Chevere at Mozart Park

Presented by Berklee College of Music, 
IBA & the Boston Parks Department

7:00PM

Afrika Gente
Afro-Latin Jazz & Folk

6:00PM

Veronica Robles Band
Mariachi 
6:00PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM

Furious 7 (PG-13)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Minions (PG)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Big Hero 6 (PG)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Aladdin (G)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Monsters, Inc. (G)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Pineapple Diaries Preview
8:00PM

The Goonies (PG)
8:30PM

Domino Tournament
7:00PM 

Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens (PG-13) 

8:30PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Escena Latina Teatro
Family Friendly Spanish Plays

7:00PM

Escena Latina Teatro
Family Friendly Spanish Plays

7:00PM

Gian Carlo Buscaglia
Salsa, Latin Jazz, Nueva Trova

6:00PM

3 Sudacas
Latin Jazz/Pop

6:00PM

Grupo Fantasia
Salsa Merengue

6:00PM

Teatro en el Parque
Escena Latina Teatro

at Mozart Park, hosted by Hyde 
Jackson  Square Main Street

7:00PM

Teatro en el Parque
Escena Latina Teatro
at Mozart Park, hosted by

Hyde Jackson Square Main Street
7:00PM

Teatro en el Parque
Escena Latina Teatro
at Mozart Park, hosted by

Hyde Jackson Square Main Street
7:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM

Family Zumba 
with Gerardina Arias-Halloran

6:00PM
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Hyde Square Task Force presents:
¡Viva! el Latin Quarter Summer Series

Running is for everyone—it’s 
inexpensive and accessible. Aimed 
at helping young people attain better 
physical health and enhance their 
overall well-being, HSTF’s running 
club meets every Friday afternoon. 
Funded by a generous grant from 
New Balance, the HSTF Running Club 
includes veteran and beginning youth 
runners and community volunteers. 
Together they are working toward 
running 5Ks in Boston this spring—a 
competitive race and a fun one. The 
running club is one more way HSTF 
youth are making the Latin Quarter 
healthy and vibrant.


