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Blessed Sacrament

Continued from page 1
.ng. . :

The property is currently about
-1alfway through a 90-day period
‘hat the archdiocese called a “mini-
num time frame” for marketing the

woperties. :
“We want to see affordable hous-

ng. We really want to keep the -

‘church] building the way that it is,

ind we want to see small-scale re- -

:ail and parking,” said Hyde/Jack-
;on Buginess Association President
FTernando Mercedes.

* Many of those who spoke
souched on the issue of preserving
liversity, both in the business and
residential communities, citing

iffordability and scale as key is-

sues to doing so. - o
Aileen Duggan of Hyde/Jackson

Square Main Streets pointed out -

:he importance of keeping the di-
7ersity of the business community,
ind noted that the organization has
vorked diligently to determine the
1eeds of the district. .

Crowd wants

“Diversity doesn’t just happen.
Enough gentrification already,” said
Ken Tangvik of Hyde Square Task
Force to a round of -applause.
Tangvik pleaded for “as much af-
T
“JP needs more
luxury housing.
like it needs a
hole in the head.
if you want a
Starbucks, if you
want a Bank of
America, then go
- to Beacon Hill."

Local resident

fordable housing as possible,” and
some benefit for the youth commu-
nity. .
The pleas for affordable housing
came from residents, former resi-

community use

for church land

By MicHAEL PERRY

dents and organizations alike. Sev-
eral former residents complained
they cannot afford to live here any

longer, and current residents be-

meaned the loss of friends who have
been forced to move due to rising
housing costs.

_ “The bottom line is to defend
housing that is... affordable to the
people that live here in the commu-
nity,” said Steve Meacham of City
Life/Vida Urbana.

-One 35-year resident of JP,
. speaking in Spanish, said she felt

that Blessed Sacrament was taken

- away from parishioners. The com-

munity should take it back, she
said.

Richard Thal of the Jamaica
Plain Neighborhood Development
_Corporation, which has launched its
-own bid to redevelop the site, said
the organization “would like to see
a very vibrant mixed-use develop-
ment.” He cited housing, small scale
business uses, community space
and educational uses as priorities.

Speaker after speaker reiterated
the theme of affordable housing,
small independent retail and edu-
cational use, but one. Day Street

resident questioned the wisdom of
“packing the property with afford-
able housing” - -

. “I understand the need for af-
fordable housing, but T don’t think

we should pack it into that site...At

some point, enough is enough. We
need to have some balance,” Marcus

(et
“Diversity
doesn't just
happen. Enough
gentrification

- already.”

Ken Tangvik
Hyde Square Task Force

DeFlorimonte said.

“JP needs more luxury housing
like it needs-a hole in the head. If
you want a Starbucks, if you want a
Bank of America, then ge to Beacon
Hill,” said a young woman who
spoke directly following
DeFlorimonte. Her comments drew
loud applause. :
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Wednesday evening meet-

identified themselves at the

The Task force will host a sec-
ond meeting on March 2 [See What's
Happeningon p. 15.] to present its
findings and begin creating a docu-
ment to submit to the archdiocese
gtating the community’s vision and
priorities for the 3.1-acre site.

In addition to JPNDC, Pine

" Street Inn and The Planning Office

of Urban Affairs (POUA), an arch-
diocese-affiliated nonprofit devel-
oper have expressed interest in re-
develdping the site or a part of it.

The archdiocese has hired the
downtown real estate firm of
Meredith & Grew to handle the sale.
Once the 90-day marketing period
is up, offers will be reviewed. for
financial terms and social consider-
ations by the chancellor of the arch-
diocese, according to information on
the archdiocese web site.

“Each decision will be based on
the many factors including proposed
property used, price and contingen-
cies,” said Chancellor David Smith
in a statement on the site. “Tt is our
hepe to maximize the financial con-
sideration consistent with the needs
of the communities we serve.”

Continued on page 12




